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Age: The age of the class at entrance to Law School was from 
18 through 33 with the average for the entire 218 members being 23. 
Sixty-one members of the 218 graduates had some experience with Armed 
Services, either as students or as veterans of active service, before 
entering Law School. Seventy-eight of the 168 respondents spent at 
least six months in the Armed Services following graduation. 
Education of Parents: The following table indicates the educational 
level of the parents of the 168 respondents. 
Table I 
Educational Attainments of Father and Mother 
MOTHER 
0 A B c D E F TOTAL 
0 1 1 
A 29 1 14 4 48 
B 2 2 4 
c 7 8 7 1 23 
D 2 9 4 4 19 
E 1 11 10 13 1 36 
F 1 4 14 15 3 37 
Total 1 42 1 48 39 33 4 168 
Key: 0 - Didn't know D - 1 year or more college, but no degree 
A - Less than high school 
B - Trade School E - 4 years of college with degree 
C - High school diploma F - More than one college degree 
Thirty parents and 10 grandparents were lawyers or had had some 
legal training. 
Extracurricular Activities: Judging from the respondents, many 
members of the class had taken part in extracurricular activities 
prior to entering law school, the heaviest participation being during 
high school years. The emphasis in high school had been on varsity 
athletics and social or service organizations with school paper or 
magazine staff, dramatics, and school or community politics drawing 
almost equal numbers of participants. Participation during the college 
s was 
next 
e 
0 
u 
R 
p 
E 
R 
E 
E 
K 
st 
s were 
79 
2 
29 
5 
8 
L 
s 
A 
T 
-4-
In response to the question, "What percentage of your work 
while in law school, including summer employment, would you consider 
'law related'?" 125 said none; 16 said 25%; 7, 26% to 50%; 5, 51% 
to 75%; and 9 answered more than 75%. 
Grades: Scores for the Law School Admissions Test (LSAT) were available 
for all but 6 of the 218 graduates. The high score was 753; the 
low, 359. The mean for the class was 547, a better score than that 
scored by approximately 70% of all persons then taking the test. 
For comparison, the mean for the class entering in the fall of 1969 
was 630 which is better than the scores of appr0ximately 88% of all 
then being tested. 
At the end of three years, most class members had maintained 
a law school grade average between 2.0 and 3.0. Thirty-one had 
averages of 3.0 or better and 26 had averages below 2.0. The average 
for the 218 was 2.5. Twenty percent had cumulative averages of 2.86 
or above; 18% had averages below 2.1. 
Table III 
Correlation Between LSAT and Grade-Point Average 
Th ree-y ear c 1 umu at~ve ra e-G d P o~nt A verage 
3.9-3.0 2.9-2.0 1. 9-1.0 Total 
700-799 4 67% 2 33% 6 100'% 
600-699 13 25% 37 74% 1 1% 51 100'% 
500-599 12 13% 72 76% 11 11% 95 100'% 
400-499 1 2% 41 76% 12 22% 54 100'% 
300-399 4 60% 2 40% 6 100'% 
Total 30 14% 156 74% 26 12% 212* 100'% 
* 6 had no ... SAT 
IV. THE YEARS 1953-1968 
Residence: The 168 who returned questionnaires are presently 
living in 28 states and the District of Columbia. Table IV indicates 
the movement of those 168 from what was considered the home state 
at the time of admission to their present location. 
State 
Number from 
State in 19 51 
Alabama 1 
Alaska 1 
Arizona 0 
California 0 
Colorado 1 
Connecticut 1 
Florida 0 
Hawaii 2 
Illinois 10 
Indiana 5 
Iowa 3 
Kansas 1 
Massachusetts 3 
Michigan 92 
Minnesota 1 
Missouri 2 
Montana 1 
Nebraska 3 
New Jersey 4 
New York 8 
Ohio 13 
Pennsylvania 9 
Rhode Island 1 
South Carolina 1 
Texas 0 
Washington 1 
West Virginia 1 
Wisconsin 3 
District of Columbia 0 
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Table IV 
Number Presently 
Located in State 
1 
1 
2 
7 
2 
1 
2 
2 
11 
8 
2 
0 
1 
77 
1 
2 
1 
1 
5 
11 
9 
10 
2 
1 
3 
3 
0 
1 
2 
Net 
Change 
0 
0 
+2 
+7 
+1 
0 
+2 
0 
~1 
+3 
-1 
-1 
.. 2 
-15 
0 
0 
0 
-2 
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Those listed in the column "Number Presently Located in State" 
are listed by the state in which they have their office. Some 
people working in New York City or the District of Columbia have 
their residence in an adjoining state. 
One hundred eighteen respondents are now located in what was 
considered their horne state during attendence in law school; 73 
in what was considered their hometown prior to law school; and 87 
are located in either the city or the state in which they took their 
undergraduate training. ---
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Tab V organizes the respondents terms 
community in which they work; it o shows 
of s 
c ommun1.ty_ 
l.Jnd.er 25~000 
25,000 to 100,000 
100,000 to 200.000 
200.000 to 500,000 
5QQ~OOO to 1,000,000 
Over 1,000,000 
No answer 
I Totals 
1 lawyers throughout the country. 
Table V 
Class of '54 All Lawyers in the U.S.* 
N b P t N b P t um er ercen. um er ere en 
14 8% 145 '952 46.8% 
38 23% 44% 
23 13% 
25 15% 44.988 14.2% 
20 12% 125,916 38.9% 
47 28% 40% 
1 1% 
168 100% 316.;856 99.9% 
* The 1967 Lawyer Statistical Report, American Bar Association, 1968 
le VI shows the correlation between the size af the community 
members were raised and the size of the community in which 
presently work. 
Table VI 
1.ze 0 f c· l.ty 0 f 0 .. r1.g1.n 
s of City of Under 25,000 tc 100,000 to 200,000 to 500,000 to Over 
Present Location 25,000 100.000 200.000 500.000 "1 ~000 ,000 1 M. 
!UJLder 
_f5 ,000 12 1 1 
25,000 to 
100,000 10 19 2 2 5 
100,000 to 
200.000 10 3 5 1 1 3 
200,000 to 
500,000 3 2 2 16 2 
500,000 to 
1.000.000 1 3 1 8 4 3 
Ove 
1,000,000 12 5 2 1 2 25 
I Total 48 33 12 28 7 39 
* 1 no answer 
T ,_ 
tal 
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167* 
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Table VII shows the correlation between size of community and 
the various occupations of the members of the Class of '54. 
Table VII 
Correlation Between Size of City in Which Currently Working & 
Occupation 
Size of City 
Where Working A B c D E F Total 
Under 
25,000 12 1 1 14 
25,000 to 
100,000 26 3 2 7 38 
100,000 to 
200,000 14 4 3 2 23 
200,000 to 
500,000 16 4 1 4 25 
500,000 to 
1,000,000 13 5 2 20 
Over 
1,000,000 31 10 1 5 47 
Total 112 27 4 4 20 
* 1 no answer to size of city in which work 
Key: A - Lawyers in private practice or in a law firm 
B - Lawyers, salaried other than law firms (excluding 
judges, teachers and legislators) 
C - Educator 
D - Judge 
E - Legislator 
F - Non-lawyer 
167* 
~urther information about members in these categories was 
obtained through the questionnaires. Of the 27 lawyers in Category 
B (saleried, other than judges, teachers or legislators) 7 are 
employed by federal, state or local government; 17 are employed by 
organizations for profit; and 3 are "other". Two in Category C 
(educator) are professors in ~aw schools and two are professors in 
colleges. One of the 4 in Category D (judge) is in a federal court 
and 3 are in state or local courts. Of the 21 in Category F (non-
lawyer) 3 are sole or co-proprietor; 8 are employees in supervisory 
positions (non-government); 1 is an employee in a non-supervisory 
position (non-government); 4 are employed by government in a non-
law capacity; and 4 checked "other". One person in this category 
did not answer. 
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also requested information on the kinds 
Categories Band F. Of the salaried 
r or non-lawyer) working in an organization 
21 are legal staff in corporate or governmental 
remainder have diverse occupations which inc 
trial re ions, labor arbitration, insurance, tax 
c t, execut pos ions, investments and various non-
government pos ions. Twenty-two supervise from 1 to 10 employees; 
superv 1 50; 7 supervise over 100. 
c aries A and B (i.e.', all those working as lawyers 
ivate practice, a total of 139) the 
number of other lawyers the respondent's 
le VIII gives the results. 
Table VIII 
Respondents Distributed According to Number of 
Lawyers in Office or Department 
cording to a July 1966 report by the ABA Committee on Economics 
Practice, the aumber of lawyers in solo practice has oeen 
decl past decade, while the number in partnership 
increasing. Between 1961 and 1964 approximately 10,000 
partnerships. A growing number are also becoming 
ice. The Class of '54 seems to reflect this trend. 
respondents in private practice by types of office 
Table IX 
Lawyers in Private Practice 
Class of 1954 
% of Those % of All % of All 
Number In Private 1954 Re-
Practice 
13 12% 
15% 56% 
12 11% 7% 
84 75% 50% 35% 
2 2% 1% 9% 
1 
100% 100% 
LAW PRACTICE, Committee on Economics of Law 
1966. 
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Twenty-six of the 112 private practitioners, Category A, have 
been in private practice for approximately 15 years, or ever since 
graduation. Seventy-one more have been in private practice for 
10 years through 14 years. Fifty-four of those in partnership 
started in established firms; 27 started with another lawyer then 
in solo practice; and 2 started by themselves and have added others. 
Fifty-eight of the 84 respondents who are members of a law partner-
ship report that their firm has a written partnership agreement. 
The ABA report mentioned earlier states that the average lawyer 
is compensated for only 5 1/2 hours of an eight-hour day. It also 
states that about one-third of a lawyer's professional time is 
devoted to unpaid legal work, education, office management and 
public service. The responses from the Class of '54 are consistent 
with this general pattern. Table X indicates the way the class' 
112 practicing lawyers divided their time during the most recent 
twelve months. 
Table X 
Division of Time for Practicing Lawyers in the 
Class of '54 
Average Hours Per Week 
Onder 10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 Over 50 No ans. 
Chargeable 
time 3 (2%) 28 (25%) 48 (43%) 19 (17/o) 10 (9%) 4 (4% 
Non-charge-
able time 67 (60%) 24 (21%" 1 (1%) 3 (2%) 18 {16 
Career-ori 
ented work 67 (60%) 24 (21%' 1 (1%) 3 (2%) 18 (16 
The hours spent by each respondent in all three categories 
were totaled with the following results: 45 (40%) of the practicing 
lawyers spend from 40 to 50 hours per week in professional effort 
of one kind or another; 25 (22%) spend about 55 hours; and 21 (19%) 
spend over sixty hours. Seventeen(l5%) spend from 20 to 35 hours 
per week. The remaining 4% did not answer this question. 
Specialties: Those members of the class working as lawyers whether 
in practice, for government, or for a corporation, were asked to 
indicate their specialty, or specialties, if they had any. "Specialty" 
was defined as an area of law in which one spends more than 25% of 
his working time. Members were asked to limit themselves to three 
responses. Classifying occupations by subject matter has only 
limited value in revealing a lawyer's true function. But lawyers 
are accustomed to identifying·themselves in these terms and thus 
should have a fair notion of what classification of the sort listed 
below means. Table XI lists specialties in order of frequency of 
response. 
) 
%) 
%) 
Corporation & Business Counseling 
, General 
Trust & Probate 
Negligence 
No area accounts for 25% of time 
Trial, Negligence 
Re Property 
Taxation 
Domestic Re 
Workmen-'s 
Other 
ions 
Compensation 
Banking & Commercial Law 
Secur ies Issuance & Regulation 
Labor Law 
Bankruptcy - Col ctions 
Law 
Insurance 
Munic 
Antitrust 
Administrative Law 
Patent,Trademark & Copyright 
Employee Benefits 
Government Contracts 
Av ion 
International Law 
Leg 
Admira 
Oil, Gas & Mineral 
Number of 
43 
22 
22 
17 
17 
17 
15 
13 
10 
10 
9 
8 
7 
6 
6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
4 
3 
3 
2 
.2 
2 
2 
1 
0 
respondents were also asked to check membership certificates, 
some of which suggest specialized practice or interests. 
1 Bar Association 
State Bar Association 
Federal Association 
Bar Association 
Bar 
American Trial Lawyers' Association 
American College of Tr 1 Lawyers 
Internat'l Assoc. of surance Counsel 
CPA 
CLU 
Real Estate License 
Othe.r 
Number of Respondents 
141 
143 
27 
103 
2 
24 
0 
1 
2 
0 
4 
16 
-1 
One hundred and ten respondents are admitted to practice before 
one state court, 47 in two states, and 7 in three or more states. 
Eighty-two of the 168 respondents entered law school with a 
particular career objective in mind, and 69 of these had the same 
career objective in mind at graduation time. Thirty-two others 
left law school with a career objective. Presumably 13 of these 32 
changed their career objective sometime after their freshman year, 
and the remaining 19 acquired an objective while attending law 
school. Eighty of those who had a career objective at graduation 
are presently achieving it, and all feel it was a sound choice. 
Of these 80, 44 are among the high earners ($25,000 or more average 
yearly income, excluding taxes and investments). Seventy-one of 
the 80 are practicing lawyers or members of a law firm. 
Judging from the respondents the Class of '54 gives evidence 
of occupational stability. dne hundred and two of the 168 have held 
pos ions with no more than two firms or organizations, while 27 
more have been connected with only 3. Sixty-two (37%) have been 
with their present organization for more than 10 years. Eleven have 
been with their present firm or organization for 10 years; 6 for 9; 
15 for 8; 5 for 7; 6 for 6; 9 for 5; 13 for 4; 9 for 3; 6 for 2; 
and 13 for 1. Seventy-eight have had their careers interrupted by 
military service; 7 by travel and study abroad for 6 months or more; 
and 15 have done post-graduate work in law, business, accounting or 
other. 
Eighty-one of the 112 practitioners have been in practice for 
12 years or more. Forty-three of these have had their own office 
or have been with the same firm for the same length of time. Only 
seven of the remaining 38 have been with more than three firms or 
organizations since leaving law school. Twenty-five of the 112 
practitioners are in practice by themselves; 84 are members of a 
partnership; and two are employees of a partnership; one respondent 
did not answer. 
Both lawyers and non-lawyers w~re asked to indicate in chrono-
logical order the kinds of p9sitions they have held since graduation. 
There was an opportunity to indicate 6. Not counting military service, 
the first position held by 91 of the respondents was as an employee 
of a law firm. Twenty-one started their careers practicing by 
themselves. Thirteen accepted positions as lawyers with county, city, 
state or federal government (excluding judicial clerkships) ; eight 
were employed as lawyers for corporations, seven became partners in 
a law firm; 4 accepted judicial clerkships; the remainder took positions 
with CPA firms, as law clerks, insurance adjustors, teachers, 
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researchers, or the Judge Advocate division of the 
career) . 
ary (as a 
Sixteen respondents have held on~ kind of pos ion since 
graduation; 62 have held two kinds; 49,3; 20, 4; 15, 5; and 5 have 
he 6 kinds. 
Income: Members were asked to indicate their average income (before 
taxes, excluding income from investments) during four separate 
periods since graduation; the st three years; the second three 
years; the next four years; and the most recent four years. Table 
XII reveals the growth of income over the 15 years since graduation. 
During the first three years out of law school 91% of 159* members 
earned less than $7,500. On the other hand, during the first three 
years only 1/o of the respondents who answered this section averaged 
over $12,500, while during the last four years 98% of the 159** 
answering section earned over $12,500. 
* 9 did not give a figure for the first three years. 
** 9 did not give a figure for the most recent four years. 
(Be 
Range 
Below $3,000 
$3,000-4.999 
$5.000-7.499 
$] ,500- 9' 999 
$10.000-12.499 
$12.500-14,999 
$15,000-17.499 
~]!1500-19,999 
$20,000-22.499 
$22.500-24,999 
$25,000-29,999 
$30.000-34,999 
$35,000-40,000 
Over $40.000 
No answer 
Total 
Average 
Taxes and Excluding 
orne 
stments) S Graduation 
:Years Since Graduation From Law School 
Next 3 Next 4 Most Recent 
First 3 (4 thru 6) (7 thru 10) 4 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 
0 
27 16% 0 0 1.1') 0 
....... 0 
" 
0 
48 29% ~ 32* 19% ~ 0 0 ....-! "' (]) 1.1') 
69 41% pQ ~ 20* 12% .-I <f)-
....-! 
11 7% 78 47% 
(]) ~ 12* 7"'1c, pQ 
....-! 
(]) 
4* 2% 31 19% 35 21% 
pQ 
9 5% 43 26% 
19 12% 17 10%: 
10 6% 26 16% 
17 10% 16 9% 
0 10* 6% 13 8% 
0 
0 0 
"' ~ 16* 9% 20 12% 1.1') 
.-I .. 
<f)- N 
N 27 16% (]) <f)-
5 (]) 
,.Q 5 11 7% < 
,.Q 
< 17 10% 
9 5% 8 4% 8 4% 9 5% 
168 100% 168 100% 168 100% 16§ 100'& 
* categories combined because of 1 number respondents in some. 
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Tables XIII, XIV, and XV permit a comparison of average incomes 
by occupation during the most recent 4 years. 
Table XIII 
Private Practice Lawyers 
Income - Most Recent F'our Years 
(Before Taxes & Excluding Investments) 
Sole !Member of Sole Practitioner In 
' Practitioner Partnershil: Non-partnership Assn. 
Below $15.000 0 3 
$15~000-17,499 6 
$17.500-19.999 4* 9 3* 
$20.000-22,499 7 
$22.500-24,999 6 
3* 
$25.000-29.999 10 
$30,000-34. 999 17 7* 
4* 
$35.000-40.000 10 
Over $40.000 13 
No answer 2 3 2 
Total 13 84 12 
* fi ures g combined because of small number invloved. 
Employee of 
Partnership 
2 
Figures not 
reported 
because of 
small number 
involved 
2 
1 respondent checked himself as a lawyer but did not specify which of the 
above classifications fitted his situation. Hence total here is 111. 
In an article entitled, "Income of Lawyers, 1962-63," by Cullen 
Smith and N.S. Clifton, published in the November 1966 AMERICAN BAR 
ASSOCIATION JOURNAL, the average income of lawyer-partners was reported 
to be $18,260 net before taxes while that of sole practitioners was 
$8,150. 
I ncome R ange 
!Below $15,000 
l$15 ,000-17,499 
[$17 ,500-19.999 
[$20 ,000-22.499 
l$22.500-24.999 
l$25 • 000-35 • 000 
tt'otal 
s 
orne - Most 
(Before Taxes and 
G overnment 
1 
7 
Law Firms 
Years 
Investments) 
or ro 1t 
7* 
5* 
5 
17 
. . 
* f1gures comb1ned because of small number 
No answer 
Table XV 
Non-Lawyer'* 
Income - Most Recent Four Years 
(Before Taxes and Excluding Investments) 
judges and educators 
s combined. 
3 
4 
7 
4** 
9 
2 
29 
0 h t er 
3* 
3 
e 
4 3% 
8 7% 
11 
11 
11 
10io 
17 
7 
v. 
s 
8 
9 
5 
2 
7 
7 
1 
2 
age 
s 
15% 
17% 
28% 
9% 
3% 
13% 
13% 
2% 
se 
earns 
but 
earners 
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high earners took the LSAT, scoring a 
remaining 93 respondents all but three took 
mean oup was 556. The grade point 
are not significantly different, 2.672 for the 
2. 2 remaining ninety- . However, 23% 
averages in the 3 point rang.e against 11% of 
% 
32% 
7% 
19% 
21% 
100% 
8% of the h:lgh earners had averages 
of the 93 had averages this range. 
earners had received scholastic honors of 
No. 
4 
13 
10 
27 
undergraduate school, but 42% (39) 
s received such honors. 
shows the distribution among cities 
were raised and the cities in which 
the remaining respondents. 
City Where Respondents Were 
Which They Currently Work 
In 
% No. % No. 
5% 24 26% 10 
18% 21 23% 25 
15% 7 8% 12 
13% 14 15% 15 
13% 3 3% 10 
36% 23 25% 20 
100% 92 100% 92 
% 
11% 
27% 
13% 
16% 
11% 
22% 
100% 
earners and the remaining 92, the tendency 
a larger city than that in which one was 
sting to note that 62% of the high earners are 
a population of 200,000 or more and that 49% 
working in cities of comparable size. 
private practice or law 
employees. Three of the 6 
are employed in supervisory pos 
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to as many 
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9 
7 
7 
4 
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5 
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4 
6 
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41% 
14% 
11% 
11% 
6% 
12% 
8% 
6% 
9% 
8% 
same manner as 
s 
s 
s 
22~~ 
18% 
21/, 
14% 
18% 
7 10% 
2 3% 
5 
8 
5 7% 
2 3% 
2 3/o 
5 7% 
earners. 
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out of 60 high earners who are lawyers 
log anywhere from to over 60 s 
time while 30 (57%) of 52 
same category register so oduc 
(88%) of the 60 · earners spend om 5 to 
t for clients. Thirty-e (73%) 
private practice indicated a similar 
non-chargeable time. Fifty-two (87%) 
5 to 20 hours per week in career-or 
s. Thirty-nine (75%) of 
an equal amount of time 
high earners are considered, it interest-
' or 53%, have taken additional courses in law or 
graduation. Twenty-six (35%) have appoint 
have been active in civic affairs. Tab 
ies of the high earners those of 
Table XXI 
Hi h Earners Others 
s 
t 
2 
3 
8 
3 
4 
0 
1 
0 
4 
2 
0 
6 
7 
8 
4 
0 
2 
5 
3 
1 
2 
0 
4 
0 
4 
l 
1 
1 
2 
9 
3 
0 

